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between Jakovina and Lončar during this project, conducted through a set of inter-
views from 2004 to 2019. That is not unusual in the realm of international relations 
history. One thinks of Winston Churchill’s collaboration with William Deakin’s team, 
or the authorized biography of George Kennan by John Lewis Gaddis. There is no such 
precedent in Yugoslav historiography, save for Tito’s collaboration with his trusted 
biographer, Vladimir Dedijer (Tito Speaks, 1953). This cooperation went sour quickly, 
as Dedijer fell out of power. He spilled all his bitterness after Tito’s death, publishing 
the multivolume edition, New Contributions for a Biography of Josip Broz Tito, which 
played a major role in undermining his cult during the 1980s.

Cooperation between Lončar and Jakovina developed along completely differ-
ent lines. A skillful and sympathetic biographer, Jakovina made the most of Lončar’s 
impeccable memory and his willingness to leave a detailed account of his activities. 
So detailed, in fact, that occasionally it is difficult to discern Jakovina’s voice from 
Lončar’s. However, although a favorable tone is certainly prevailing, this is not a book 
without critical reflections. The author was fully aware of the delicate nature of his 
position as a friendly biographer (12). He met that challenge by careful balancing 
between personalized narration and extensive documentary evidence, resulting in 
almost a hundred of pages of bibliography and references (631–723). Jakovina will 
hopefully succeed in his intention to open this sizable material for public scrutiny 
(16). That would be a huge impetus for further research and would maximize the 
effect of his book, which stands head and shoulders above previous attempt to unlock 
the citadel of Yugoslav foreign policy through conversation with its guardians.

Vladimir Petrović
Institute for Contemporary History, Belgrade
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This is an interesting and good book. Its major strength is the complexity of the analy-
sis in two ways. On the one hand, it analyzes the social consequences of the 1989 
revolution from economic, demographic, and ethnographic points of views. The other 
source of complexity is its geographic breath, covering the entire post-Soviet world, 
all the post-Soviet states that emerged after the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the 
countries of the former Soviet bloc in central Europe and the Balkans. While analyz-
ing the transition of twenty-nine countries from state-socialism to market capitalist 
democracies, the authors also characterize the differences among the various regions 
of this huge territory. They present the differences of the transformation among the 
seven European successor states of the Soviet Union: the five central Asian successor 
states, the three Baltic countries, the four so-called “Višegrad countries,” and the ten 
southeast European former state-socialist countries. This is an enormous enterprise.

Readers find a comprehensive picture of the economic consequences of the col-
lapse of state-socialism: the unparalleled tragedy of Russia and Ukraine, together 
with eight other countries, where, during the 1990s, per capita GDP dropped by 
roughly 60 percent. On the other hand, in the ten least-affected countries, mostly in 
central Europe, the decline, as an average, was 25 percent, and only during the first 
three years of transition. As a tragic consequence, in the first decade of transition, 
47 percent of the population of this region declined into poverty. The sharp decline, 
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however, was followed by recovery and development that was stopped again by the 
2008–9 economic crisis.

The often-catastrophic economic trend described in the book was accompanied by a 
tragic demographic crisis. This region experienced the worst population decline in peace-
time: it lost about 18 million people, or about 6 percent of its population since 1990. This 
was caused by mass out-migration, sharp decline of fertility, and dramatic increase of 
mortality. In the worst affected countries such as Russia, mortality increased by more 
than 53 percent. Some countries, such as Bulgaria, lost one-fifth of its population. Life 
expectancy, however, during state-socialism spectacularly increased to 68 years in Russia, 
71–72 in Bulgaria and Albania and the Višegrad countries neared the western level. The 
bumpy road of transformation damaged societies as well. Changing values and norms 
and extreme corruption shocked society. Social cohesion was undermined. Lost security 
generated nostalgia for state-socialism. On the other hand, it created the social base for 
right-wing populist autocratic regimes in Russia and other countries of the region.

After these impressive and excellent analyses, the authors blame the mistaken 
shock therapy for the unnecessary economic and social pains and dangerous political 
consequences of transformation. This political conclusion of the analysis is question-
able. They often return to the comparison with the rather different Chinese transfor-
mation, where reform of communism happened without decline and social suffering, 
and hundreds of thousands of people were elevated form poverty.

Although one may praise the complexity of the book, the basic shortcoming is still a 
missing factor of analysis: history. This huge post-communist area exhibits major differ-
ences in the historical background of its sub-regions: the Balkans were under Ottoman 
suppression for more than four hundred years; central Europe belonged to the modern-
izing Habsburg empire for four hundred years; Russia and most of the other parts of 
the later Soviet empire were under Mongol occupation for centuries and then under 
an Asian type of tsarist dictatorship. The Baltic countries, though part of the Soviet 
Union before independence, were during their long history connected to the German 
Hansa cities and, for centuries, to Scandinavian countries. Several of the countries of 
the region never experienced anything other than dictatorial regimes. History matters.

Russia, Serbia, and even Hungary were unable to “return” to democracy because it 
never existed there. And that makes the Chinese comparison also problematic. Despite 
avoiding shock therapy, transitional decline, and suffering, the political outcome of 
transformation in China was rather like the one in Russia: a harsh dictatorial system. 
The explanation of political developments based only on the mistakes and difficulties 
of the transformation after 1989 in central and eastern Europe is wrong. Estonia, a for-
mer Soviet republic, exhibited one of the most successful transformations. Nowadays 
it is getting integrated into the Nordic countries and becoming more Scandinavian 
than east European. Lacking a historical approach, the authors missed an important 
explanatory factor of post-communist political development of the region.

Ivan T. Berend
UCLA
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Andrew Kornbluth’s The August Trials: The Holocaust and Postwar Justice in Poland 
is a major contribution to the history of postwar war crimes trials and the politics 
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